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This inquiry is an attempt to grasp the significance of democracy in J. A. Hobson's political
thought. After the triumph of the 1906 election, the Liberal Government, pursuing a policy of
social reform, was confronted with the obstructive action of the House of Lords, which, by wield-
ing a veto, rejected or mutilated important Liberal measures passed by the House of Commons.
Faced with the crisis of the Liberal Government, Hobson proposed to introduce the referendum
into the English Constitution. His scheme of referendum was moulded upon that of Switzerland.
The Swiss democracy was drawing the attention of Hobson and H. D. Lloyd, who had investigated
the working of economic and political power of the American Trusts exercising absolute control
over markets. For Switzerland, without carrying out a policy of territorial expansion, concentrated
her energy on her internal resources, developed various institutions of direct democracy, and fas-
tened a sense of responsibility upon the minds of the citizen-voters by stimulating their participa-
tion in the acts of government. Profoundly impressed by the lessons of the Swiss democracy,

Hobson advocated the referendum to check abuses of the representative system by capitalist or-

ganizations and to give concrete expression to the popular will.
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Sovereign People)] & LT, 19074 i< FFT
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24 ZADOKRBHEFEROFHEITE » TKE
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BUAN, #4472 L TRENZEEII>WT
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BXHTETCHWBE, FTRVETAS FidH
3o BAMC &I, TREBGEME WD HER
FELCBY, BRHRFFHEMBSEIRE
EFZTFTCWARTOAOEZE 2 OBEIBL
<, £5 LERKE LTEET 5 REHER
OZERALDS, O EZ LD SEEITETLT
WD TH-Teo [ ZTOEMS &, TOIEE)
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