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Description and overview of Han Shichang's Kunqu Performance

in Japan

H RS E R

Graduate School of Language, Nagoya University

SE S
NAKATSUKA, Ryo

Abstract

In 1928 the famous Kunqu actor Han Shichang performed in Japan. It was the
first opportunity for the most Japanese audience to see Kunqu. It can be said that this
performance is one of the milestones in the history of Chinese opera in Japan. This paper
describes overview of his performance with newspaper articles and documents from the
gives an Aoki library. Worthy of special mention is the fact that this performance was
arranged by the South Manchuria Railway Company. This paper analyzes why the South
Manchuria Railway Company invited him to perform in Japan.

Keywords: Han Shichang ( # i & ), Kunqu ( B Ml ), South Manchuria Railway
Company (Fa i #E Mk 2 1t)
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